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Taking on the role as the new editor of 
this magazine, I would like to extend 
a warm welcome to the readers of the 
Great Horkesley Village News.
Living in Great Horkesley since 2017 
with my partner Allan, cat Tigger and 
dog Rusty I work full time as a 
Business Systems Project Manager for 
a private care home provider. 
My hobbies including crafts and taking 
Rusty to agility classes.
After taking over editorship, I have 
introduced various things based on 
feedback from contributors, advertisers, 
and villagers. One is adding colour 
which I hope to extend onto more pages 
and another is creating a Facebook 
page. Scan this QR code to follow 
the Facebook page 
and receive news & 
updates.
There is also the 
fantastic news that 
Great Horkesley Parish 
Council has agreed 
to hold PDF copies of the magazine on 
their website. This will be coming soon!

I want to recognise Sam Jarvis for her 
tremendous assistance to me, despite 
her busy schedule. In addition, she is 
co-ordinating the magazine delivery 
through our dedicated volunteers.

If you are a budding photographer, 
please come forward!
To be the front cover of the next issue of 
the magazine, I invite you all to please 
submit a colour photo of the village. 
Given that it will cover February to April, 
it would be lovely to see a spring theme. 
Please email 
horkesleyvillagenews@gmail.com
Best wishes Caroline

From the Editor

Front Cover Photo Courtesy
of Andrew Lord, Tile House Lane,
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Notes from
Great Horkesley Parish Council

www.greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk
Written by Teri Duckworth, Parish Clerk

Firstly, the Parish Council and I would like to offer a huge thank you to Caroline for taking 
over as editor of the Village News going forward. I know she has lots of exciting plans, one 
of which is creating a PDF copy of the magazine that we will (hopefully) be able to put on 
the Parish Council website for people to view online - watch this space! We would also like 
to send thanks and goodbye to Tina, who has sadly decided to step away from her role as 
Bookings Manager for our Village Hall, after working with us for many years.

As promised in the last Village News, a new external water fountain was installed at the 
Village Hall just in time for the summer holidays, in response to a request from the School 
Council at Bishop William Ward Primary School. This was warmly welcomed by most 
residents; however, we have unfortunately already witnessed some attempts from young 
people to damage the fountain. In recent months, bouts of vandalism have also occurred 
on the Village Green with signs and fencing being purposefully damaged and broken, and 
around the Village Hall where, most deplorably, the plaque dedicated to Robin Rennie 
was removed from the memorial bench. We ask residents to please report any anti-social 
behaviour, such as vandalism, to the Parish Clerk and also the police, if appropriate.

In better news, after chasing for nearly 18 months, I have finally been informed by 
Colchester City Council that the installation of a new piece of toddler play equipment at 
the park, replacing the dilapidated sand pit, will take place in mid-October. Hopefully it 
will be in place by the time this Village News edition reaches you! The Parish Council has 
also agreed to purchase and install an additional memorial bench at the Village Hall to be 
dedicated to the late Sean Groom, who was Parish Clerk to Great Horkesley for 14 years 
and I understand played a major part in the Parish Council acquiring the new Village Hall.

The external audit for the 2023/24 financial year has been completed without any queries, 
and over the next few months the budget for the 2025/26 financial year will be discussed 
and prepared. 

We are in the process of setting up council email addresses for all the councillors (see p5) 
though please bear with us if they are not quite ready by the time this Village News goes 
out to you. Please note that the contact email address for village hall bookings will also 
change to hallbookings@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk

There are a number of issues in Great Horkesley that parish councillors are aware of and 
have been pushing other agencies and organisations to resolve for a long time. These 
include the dangerous stretch of the A134 between Great Horkesley and Chesterwell 
(the need to reduce the speed limit, introduce more light, and solve the problem of water 
seeping through the surface and causing potholes), traffic problems due to inconsiderate 
parking on Malvern Way, and the state of the footpaths north of Tile House Lane. The 
Parish Council is also looking into taking on ownership of the Village Green, so they will 
have control over this such as grass cutting and maintaining the play area. 

Residents are welcome to attend any meetings of the council to hear what is discussed 
and there is a “Have Your Say” item on the agenda at every full council meeting, where 
members of the public can voice their opinions or concerns on any matter relating to Great 
Horkesley or the council. Agendas and minutes are all available to view on the Parish 
Council website, and agendas are also posted on the Parish Council noticeboards outside 
the Village Hall and the Primary School three days before the meeting.

I’ll finish with the exciting news (that I’m sure will be mentioned many times throughout this 
edition!) that the Parish Council has agreed to fund a village Christmas tree this year, to be 
situated at the Village Hall throughout December. The light switch-on is looking to be part 
of a great event hosted by the Community Events Team, and I hope to see lots of you there 
on Sunday 1st December 5-7pm.
Wishing everyone a fantastic Christmas time and a healthy and happy New Year!
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PARISH COUNCIL DETAILS
Chairman: Christopher Arnold (Planning & Highways Committee Chairman)	
cllr.arnold@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman: Jack Burns-Langton (Village Hall Committee Chairman)
cllr.burns-langton@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk

Councillors:	
Geoffrey Baker (Finance Committee Chairman) cllr.baker@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk

Anna Banks (Youth Community Groups & Children’s Play Area Representative)
cllr.banks@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk

Sam Jarvis (Community Events Group Rep) cllr.jarvis@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk

Mick Mead (Parish Transport & CALC Rep) cllr.mead@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk

Morwenna Sudbery (Pylons Proposal & Speedwatch Rep) 
cllr.sudbery@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk

Paul Tempest (Open Spaces & Facilities Group Rep) 
cllr.tempest@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk

Parish Clerk: Teri Duckworth parish-clerk@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk
Email is the preferred method of contact as I work varied hours each week, particularly 
during school holidays, however I aim to respond within 48hrs
  
Village Hall:	 hallbookings@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk NOTE NEW EMAIL
Website:		 www.greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk
Facebook:	 Great Horkesley Parish Council
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Great Horkesley Community Events
I would like to start by saying again how incredibly thankful we are to all those who 
came to and enjoyed the Great Horkesley Summer Fayre in June 2024. 
We are so delighted it was a success and we are already looking forward to next year 
(28th June 2025 – save the date!)
The events team met again in September to start talking about a Christmas event. 
Great Horkesley Christmas Lights and Carols will build on the success of the church’s 
carols on the village green, which they have held for a number of years. The events 
team have added a few more festive touches - we’d love you to join us for some 
carols, hot chocolate and mince pies, hot dogs, pizza, wreaths, gifts and switching 
on the Christmas tree lights! The event is aimed at those who live in the village, and 
all the information can be found on page 36. We are hugely excited that this year, 
Great Horkesley will have its very own village Christmas tree, organised by the Parish 
Council. You are invited to bring a personal decoration to hang on the village tree. 
Perhaps you’d like to make something yourself or with your children or grandchildren, 
or perhaps you’d like to hang a star or angel to remember someone special. Whatever 
you bring, we recommend you make it waterproof as the tree will be outside!
We hope you can join us. Sam Jarvis
We are a small group of volunteers who are passionate about bringing the community 

together. If you’d like to join our team, please email 
ghcommunityevents@gmail.com
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Great Horkesley Parish Council
Chairman’s Report

Can you rely on your toilet?

If you serve as a parish councillor for a long time you learn a lot about flooding, 
generally but not always the kind that blocks roads for a while. After 42 years in 
the village and 36 on the council, I reckon I know most of the trouble spots but, 
because the parish council has no powers whatsoever in relation to flooding, 
fixing them has largely been a case of trying to persuade the authorities which 
do have legislation on their side to get involved. For reasons that generally stem 
from lack of resources, this can be a very slow process.

A new initiative by Anglian Water is therefore very welcome. Great Horkesley, 
Boxted and Frating, are the three parish councils represented on MAG10, the 
10th Multi Agency Group that has been meeting monthly since spring this year. 
Also present are a sewerage team from Anglian Water, and representatives from 
the City and County Councils – though not Essex Highways, who are invited 
but have yet show up, which is a pity because the pooling of knowledge at the 
meetings is already proving useful and they must have much to contribute.

Anglian Water are being driven by the need to keep sewage from emerging 
into people’s gardens and, even worse, back into their toilets after it has been 
flushed away, so a pretty powerful motive. They also need to prevent overflows 
at the Ivy Lodge Road pumping station which can lead to foul water discharging 
into the Black Brook. They are pretty clear that one cause of this is surface 
water getting into the sewers and overloading them – surcharging seems to be 
the technical term. 

Part of the problem is that, in the north of the village, many of the service 
access points to the sewers are in low-lying roads which tend to flood, which 
is where my accumulated knowledge has helped. The eastern end of School 
Lane, where it joins The Causeway, is typical: the highway drainage is very poor 
for a variety of reasons and there are two manhole covers which give direct 
access to the main sewer the runs along under The Causeway. When there is 
heavy rain, the roadside gullies can’t cope and water seeps into the sewers via 
the manholes. With our help, Anglian Water are now progressively locating and 
sealing covers like these, which should bring about some improvement.

Unfortunately, leaking manhole covers in flooded roads are not the only cause. 
The sewers in Great Horkesley have never been intended to carry rainwater 
away from homes and offices but Anglian Water are confident that, given how 
quickly flow rates rise after rain, downpipes running into sewers on private 
property are responsible for a significant part of the surcharging. Obviously, 
because it happens mostly on private property, it’s much harder to track down 
but they are working on it and I’d like to help them.
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I’m sure I don’t need to write about the damage that’s done when untreated 
sewage discharges into streams and rivers: it’s a well-reported national 
problem. However, it may have come as news to you that there are Great 
Horkesley residents who find other people’s sewage seeping into their garden or 
flowing out of their toilet. As a temporary measure Anglian Water will fit 
non-return valves but a toilet cannot be flushed into a surcharged sewer and the 
valves do nothing to alleviate surcharging and the overloading of the pumping 
station.

If you have experienced either of those problems of sewage emerging where it 
shouldn’t be, and have not yet contacted Anglian Water, you should, or you can 
contact me and I will pass on your contact details.
I make no apology for devoting this piece to such an unpleasant topic because 
over the years I have seen how distressed affected residents become. I hope 
we’d all want to help Anglian Water stop surface water getting into the sewers, 
whether it’s run-off from fields or the result of downpipes discharging into 
sewers. I want to do as much as possible.

I am therefore asking any resident who knows where a ditch or downpipe 
may be discharging into a sewer to contact me directly to give me details.  
The informant’s identity will not be revealed to anyone else – I absolutely 
guarantee it – but I will pass the location to the Anglian Water sewage 
team so they can act. If you can help, please do.  This is not about finding 
breaches of building regulations: the object is to tackle compromised 
public health and serious environmental damage right here in Great 
Horkesley. Why would anyone not want to help?

MAG10 will meet monthly. We hope to shift the emphasis from reducing sewer 
surcharging to gaining a better understanding of why certain roads seem to 
flood more often these days and who has the responsibility for preventing 
it.  For example, repairing a culvert that carries ditch-water under a road is 
a job for the highway authority.  However, a ditch beside the road into which 
the road gullies drain should usually be kept clear by the landowner, not the 
highway authority.  A ditch may disappear, perhaps because it isn’t maintained 
or because it has been piped, perhaps inadequately. A ditch ought to be part 
of a network ultimately connecting to the Colne or the Stour, but many in Great 
Horkesley have become no more than linear soakaways.  One ditch may be 
impeccably maintained but if the next one along isn’t, neither works. There are 
no simple answers.
We will work will be to put more information into the public domain about who is 
responsible for what when there is flooding. In Great Horkesley this will take the 
form of a new section on the parish council’s website which will mainly contain 
links to the other authorities’ websites. I have been surprised to learn through 
MAG10 just how much information is out there but some of it is quite hard to 
find. Great Horkesley Parish Council will make that easier.

Cllr Christopher Arnold
Chairman, Great Horkesley Parish Council

cllr.arnold@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk
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 Regular
Activities

On Sundays
9.30am - 1pm

Eagle Ministries Christian 
Family Fellowship

www.eagleministries.org.uk
Tel: 07505 132664 - Paul Carr

On Mondays
10am - 11.15am Yoga Class

Tel: 07981 022621 – Meg Lyon

4pm - 7pm Impressario Dance School
Tel: 07793 140504 - Amy Rackliff

7.30pm - 9.30pm Explorer Scouts
Email: hobdaylangham@hotmail.com

On Tuesdays
9.30am - 10.30am Bounce Class
Tel: 07738 432165 - Natasha King

11.00am - 12.00pm Pilates Class
Tel: 07912 422487 - Clare Blackwell

2pm - 4.pm Craft Club (Braeburn Room)
2nd &4th Tuesdays of the month only
Tel: 01206 271713 - Margaret Williams

7pm - 9pm W.I. 
2nd Tuesday of the month only

Tel: 07763 488774 – Marilyn Hurst

7pm - 9pm Masonic Lodge
1st, 4th and 5th Tuesday 

of the month only
Tel: 07973 791073 - Alan Fosker

On Wednesdays
9.30am - 12.30pm Hartbeeps Sensory, 

Music & Movement Classes
Term time only

www.hartbeeps.com/colchester-and-
tendring

Tel: 07871 612071 - Lauren Jessop

2pm - 4pm Afternoon Tea
2nd Wednesday of the month only

Tel: 01206 271713 - Margaret Williams

5pm - 7pm AA Meeting
Email: timmcnair42@gmail.com

7.30pm – 8.30pm Clubbercise
https://gymcatch.com/app/provider/6951

Tel: 07814 404760 - Toni Wilson

On Thursdays
10.00am - 11.00am Pilates Class

Tel: 07912 422487 - Clare Blackwell

On Fridays
9.30am - 10.30am Bounce Class
Tel: 07738 432165 - Natasha King

7.00pm - 8.45pm
Youth Club (School Year 6 Upwards)

Fortnightly term time
Tel: 01206 271653 - John Mehen

For enquiries and bookings please contact the Booking Manager on 
07827911934

or email hallbookings@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk (NEW EMAIL)

8 8    
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CHESTERWELL TO HORKESLEY SPEED REDUCTION
A welcome breakthrough has been made in the campaign to have the speed limit 
reduced on the A134 between Great Horkesley and the new Chesterwell development. 
Just before Christmas 2023 we met ECC Cabinet Member for Highways to discuss 
lowering the limit from 60mph. Despite the best efforts of County Cllr. Lewis Barber, 
City Cllr. Darius Laws, the Parish Council, schools and many others, Essex Highways 
had previously rejected all calls for a reduction. We are delighted that following our 
meeting, the Cabinet Member for Highways has agreed to progress the reduction - 
although this is more likely to be to 40mph than 30mph. We have now received the 
estimated costs and are identifying sources of funds. The Parish Council is willing to 
financially support the proposals and we are contributing with our Locality Budget too. 
 
THANK YOU FROM Cllr DARIUS LAWS
The May local elections seem like a lifetime ago but I am truly grateful and honoured 
to be able to serve the villages north of Colchester once again. I will stand-up for your 
interests at the Town Hall and fight to protect our villages. The new Labour Government 
has already increased the Council’s house building target. I will do my very best to serve 
you, working alongside Councillors Thomas Rowe, William Sunnucks and Lewis Barber.
 
EXTRA FUNDING FOR HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE
ECC has announced a further £25 million for highway repairs (on top of the extra £12 
million for highways already agreed for this financial year). £39 million has also been 
set aside for the annual resurfacing programme. We continue to fight for rural areas 
to get a fair deal on highways maintenance. This extra investment is very welcome and 
has been made possible by prudent financial management at ECC. Part of the extra 
£12 million was used to create a “Priority Budget”, which could be used by County 
Councillors to prioritise repairs in their area. Lewis used some of his Priority Budget for 
maintenance of the footpath between Coach Road and Ivy Lodge Road on the A134, 
and the footpath between 15-17 Blackbrook Road, Great Horkesley. The additional 
budget will be focused on larger road resurfacing programmes, along with drain 
cleaning, line repainting, vegetation cutting and sign repairs. Please do get in touch 
with if you would like to raise any highway issues. We know traffic management is an 
issue on rural lanes, such as Ivy Lodge Road and Old House Road. We have successfully 
lobbied for policies to be reviewed, to ensure our rural roads and lanes are used in 
an appropriate manner. In the meantime, we support policies such as speed indicator 
devices and quiet lanes to help protect rural communities.

Best wishes, City Cllr. Darius Laws
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Surplus food items from Fareshare
Bishop William Ward School, CO6 4AT

Starts 3.30pm but be quick as items go fast!
£3 for 10 items

Open to everyone
Every Friday (term time only)

8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th November 2024
6th & 13th December 2024

10th, 17th, 24th & 31st January 2025
Help the environment and bring along your re-useable bag

Stops on Keelers Way, 
CO6 4HR every third 

Thursday 
11:45am - 12:15pm
Forthcoming Dates:

2024: 
21st November 

& 12th December
2025: 

2nd & 23rd January
Please support this 

fantastic service in our 
community

ECC Mobile 
Library

Monthly 
Afternoon 

Tea
Join us on the second 
Wednesday of each 
month 2pm - 4pm

£2 per person
Tea or Coffee available

(sometimes cake!)
Great Horkesley New 

Village Hall, 
CO6 4EA

Call Margaret 
01206 271713
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NEW
from the School

We are back in action here at Bishop William Ward and it has been a fantastic 
start to the term. In addition to welcoming our fabulous new reception class, we 
wish last year’s leavers all the best as they start secondary school – reports 
from parents seem to be that they are enjoying the new challenges and settling 
into new routines confidently. Once again, most of our pupils headed to the 
Trinity School, so we look forward to establishing some positive links with the 
team there in the future. 
As I write, our Year 6 pupils are just back from their week away at the 
Kingswood Activity Centre in North Norfolk. They have enjoyed a variety 
of activities, including caving, abseiling, zip-lining and archery. After a full 
programme and some fairly late nights, they were pretty exhausted, but full of 
stories and enthusiasm for a great week. As ever, we say a huge thank you to 
the staff who accompany the children as it is a big commitment and certainly a 
significant increase in working hours! 
Over the school holidays, we made improvements to the school, including some 
new walls and doors and a complete refit of one of the boys’ toilet areas. There 
are also plans to significantly upgrade our Foundation Stage (reception class) 
area, with some new play equipment and learning resources. A massive thank 
you to CCT External Cleaning for jet washing the area for free! At the end of last 
term, parents, governors and staff all gave up time on a Saturday to come in and 
paint the corridors, so the school is looking nice and smart in a calming sage 
green. 
We look forward to celebrating at our Harvest Festivals soon, where the 
children will be able to explore this term’s focus on “compassion”. This is one 
of the school’s eight Christian values; we focus on one value each term in our 
collective worship time and in class. The other seven are: peace, forgiveness, 
justice, hope, wisdom, perseverance and trust. Donations will be made to 
Colchester Food Bank and our friends at Tiddlywinks will also be collecting 
items. 
You may have seen in the local press that our girls’ football team has a new 
kit. Local firm TSC Projects funded the kit and we ran a competition in school 
to design it. Winners Pip and Anaya were presented with the kit by Colchester 
United Women’s player Louise Kaine and, as the kit has their name across the 
centre, a nurse from St Helena was in attendance too. We have recently struck 
up a strong partnership with the charity, running a ‘Creation Station’ after school 
club that raises money for the hospice. 
It will be a busy term, with football matches, choir events, school trips, visitors, 
Children in Need, a remembrance service and finally the run-in to Christmas! 
You will be welcome to join us at the school Christmas Fair on Saturday 30th 
November 11.30am - 2pm and I hope to see you all around the Christmas tree 
for carols on the village green on Sunday 1st December 5 - 7pm!

Mr Bull, Headteacher
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£2.00 per family£2.00 per family

at Tiddlywinks Preschool
22a Coach Road

Great Horkesley, CO6 4AT

Activities for Under 5'sActivities for Under 5's
Friday afternoons during School HolidaysFriday afternoons during School Holidays

Older children are catered forOlder children are catered for
Refreshments provided

Cooking Music

CraftsToys

Little Owls Preschool
King George Playing Field, Cage Lane, Boxted, 

Colchester, CO4 5RE
At Little Owls Preschool (Boxted) we aim to lay the foundations for future learning 

in an exciting and stimulating environment. We are a charitable not for profit 
company, offering childcare and preschool education for up to 6.5 hours a day.

We accept children between 2 and 5 years of age.
We accept 2, 3 and 4 year old funding plus working parent funding.

Monday to Friday – Term Time
Early Bird – 8.45 – 9.15       Morning Session 9.15 to 12.15
Lunch Club 12.15 – 12.45     Afternoon Session 12.15 – 3.15

All Day Session 9.15 to 3.15
We are situated in a very pleasant rural position in the centre of Boxted and 

have experienced and well qualified staff. Ofsted Registered.
Phone 01206 273226

Email: littleowlsboxted@live.co.uk Website:www.littleowlsboxted.co.uk
Registered Company No: 6870915  Registered Charity No: 1129755
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Equipoise Shiatsu & 

Acupuncture

Providing relief for aches 

& pains, injuries, 

stress/emotional issues, 

long covid,  insomnia, 

menopause and many other 

things too

Straight Road, Boxted
01206 271181 / 07587 000262

www.equipoiseshiatsu.co.uk

Registered and insured 
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            1 Keelers Way, Great Horkesley, Colchester, CO6 4EE

 GREAT HORKESLEY DENTAL STUDIO

Accepting New Private Patients

Opening Hours:
Monday 8am to 5pm
Tuesday 8am to 5pm

Wednesday 8am to 5pm
Thursday 8am to 5pm

Friday 8am to 5pm

If you are experiencing dental pain call us for advice and an appointment

01206 271192
Dr Agnieszka Marcinkowska-Lagosz BDS

email: greathorkesley.dentist@nhs.net
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Horkesley 
Care Network
The Care Network is a registered 

charity which exists to offer help to 
those in our local community who 
are without transport. Should you 

need to get to a doctors or hospital 
appointment, collect a prescription, 
attend social activities around the 

villages, etc. we have a pool of 
volunteer drivers available to help you.

Phone Lesley 01206 271576 or Fiona 
01206 271387/07826265464 and we 

will make the necessary arrangements

If you have a little free time and are 
able to help occasionally as a driver 

please phone for further details.

Registered Charity No. 800187

Do you sometimes find it difficult to follow 
what is being discussed?

Or wonder why so many people 

“mumble”?

Do they complain the TV is too loud?

Well, you are not alone; 1 in 7 adults 
experience hearing loss.

We are a mixed, friendly group who are 
all struggling with this problem. We meet 

once a month and try to support each 
other through sharing tips and ideas. In 
addition, we try to improve our commu-
nication skills with some lip-reading and 

finger spelling practise.We are not an 
“official” organisation. We can`t solve your 
problems, but we offer help, understand-

ing and friendship. Like to know more?

Contact :  gill_shrimpton@hotmail.com 

The Friendly Ear 
Hearing Support Group
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MMOOTTTTSS  

BBooddyy  RReeppaaiirr  LLttdd..  

LIGHT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 

CARS AND MOTORCYCLES 

* Repairs from small dents to large insurance accidents 
* Welding work 
* Air conditioning service and repair 
* Interior and leather repairs 
* Wheel refurbish and tyres 
* Restoration work and resprays 
* End of lease and fleet repairs 
* Courtesy cars available on request 
* Friendly service 
* All work guaranteed 
* Different levels of service carried out  
  to the highest standards possible 

Thrift Farm, Horkesley Hill, Nayland, 
Colchester, CO6 4JP 

TTeell::    0011220066  226644111111 

www.mottsbodyrepair.co.uk 
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   Great and Little Horkesley WI

Inspiring women - Then and Now

The WI is a unique organisation shaped by its members. In 1915, we set out to 
give women a voice and to be a force for good in the community. Since then, 
our members and our ambitions alike have grown tremendously. 
Today, we are the largest women’s organisation in the UK and we pride 
ourselves on being a trusted place for all women of all generations, to share 
experiences and learn from each other. A WI membership offers the opportunity 
to meet women in your local area in-person and virtually, to make friends and 
make a difference in your community. We campaign nationally on a wide range 
of issues and provide life-long learning and self-development opportunities for 
women in England and Wales. The WI offer women of all ages and backgrounds 
a unique chance to come together and share experiences, tackling isolation and 
building community cohesion. 

During our August meeting, we continued 
our work on the Ingenious Food Project 
in cooperation with the Colchester Food 
bank. We are formulating recipes which 
may be placed inside the food parcels 
distributed by the food bank hubs. 
This project is in its early stages; 
however, it is obvious that our members 
have a wealth of cookery knowledge and 
skills which we want to share with the 
wider community. 
This meeting also offered time for us to 
socialise and enjoy a sumptuous supper 
provided by one of our members. 

We enjoy meeting each other at our monthly social gatherings i.e. coffee 
mornings or tea afternoons. Our September get together was at Assington 
Country Kitchen where we enjoyed the time to chat with one another and a 
catch up on recent events. 
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We invited members from local WIs to join us for our September Meeting. Our 
speaker was Bryan Thurlow. Bryan is a seasoned speaker for U3As, Probus, 
Rotary, History Societies, etc. With a background in professional theatre and 
drama lecturing, he has worked in Theatre, TV, and TIE, taking educational 
theatre to schools across East Anglia. Bryan’s presentations are rather unique. 

He is a great storyteller and in some of his 
pieces he introduces audiences to the voices 
of various characters. In others he plays the 
whole piece in character, giving a flavour of life 
in earlier times.

 Bryan told us the story of one of the most 
sensational murder stories of the 19th Century 
which occurred in Polstead in Suffolk in 1826. 
The murderer was eventually caught, went on 
trial in Bury St Edmunds and was very publicly 
hanged outside the town’s gaol the following 
year. Hearing the voices of the wicked young 
squire, Maria Marten and her father brought 
this fascinating story to life.

We are preparing for Christmas at our November meeting by making a 
Christmas gnome.
Our darts team are preparing themselves for their first darts match in the WI 
Essex Federation Darts Tournament. The Half Butt Inn kindly hosts our darts 
team for practices and home matches.

Our WI meeting is held monthly in the New Great Horkesley Village Hall 
every 2nd Tuesday evening at 7pm. We would be so pleased to welcome you 
to our meetings which are aways interesting and thought provoking. 

Future meetings:
Tuesday 12th November 2024 - Christmas craft
Tuesday 10th December 2024 - Christmas party
Tuesday 14th January 2025 - Health and Exercise

   Great and Little Horkesley WI
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SERVICES

Personal Care

Cooking & Meal Preparation

Household Duties

Visiting Care

Live-in Care

Shopping

Housekeeping

Palliative Care

Continence Care

Companionship Care

COMPASSIONATE, AFFORDABLE
HOME CARE RUN BY HORKESLEY

LOCALS
Ashwood care was founded by Horkesley residents with decades of experience
as carers with a purpose to provide a quality, trusted and affordable home care

service within our local community. We’re on a mission to drive down the cost of
home care and keep loved ones safe, comfortable and living independently in

their own homes. 

020 3375 9403
info@ashwoodcare.net

ASHWOOD
CARE

www.ashwoodcare.net

info@ashwoodcare.net

Door 4 , First Floor East, Nags Corner, Wiston Rd, Nayland, CO6 4LT
Head Office Location

Call or e-mail us to book your
FREE home care visit.



25 25    25 25    

Our team will help you understand the
funding options available such as partial and
full funding from local authorities. Since you
receive care in your own home, your house
is not included as an asset when it comes to
the means test assessment for funding,
which can save you even more money.

DO YOU KNOW A FRIEND OR FAMILY
MEMBER WHO IS IN NEED OF
AFFORDABLE HOME CARE?

CALL OR E-MAIL TO BOOK
YOUR FREE HOME CARE VISIT
Call us on 020 3375 9403 or email
us at info@ashwoodcare.net to
schedule a completely free, no-
obligation home care visit from
our registered manager and care
team.

GET STARTED IN 4 SIMPLE STEPS

C A R I N G  A P P  F O R
F A M I L Y  &  F R I E N D S
Our mobile app is able to provide real-time 
notifications to loved ones or even GPs with 
information on care visits, administering 
prescribed medication and more.

This provides peace of mind and transparency
into the care provided to their loved ones. You 
can even view care notes, scheduled visits and 
care plans.

020 3375 9403 www.ashwoodcare.net info@ashwoodcare.net

WE CREATE A BESPOKE CARE PLAN
TO MEET YOUR REQUIREMENTS
Our team will get to know you & your
loved ones, understand the care
requirements and create a
personalised care plan that meets your
preferences. This visit is completely
FREE, with NO OBLIGATION to continue.

ASSIST WITH FUNDING OPTIONS BEGIN THE CARE
If you and your loved ones are happy
with the care plan, we begin
providing care according to your
planned schedule. If authorised by
the care receiver, we will also
onboard friends, families & your GP to
the Caring App for Family & Friends
to provide transparent care, giving
peace of mind for friends & family.

£350£350
GIVE US A CHANCE TO MAKE THEIR

LIVES BETTER AND RECEIVE...
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Some seasonal thoughts from 

            Rev’d. Anne Mason, Associate Priest 
 
It’s that time of year again - a sense of slowing down, of conserving energy - a 
pause perhaps in the busyness of life.  
 
Seeds lay dormant in the ground, squirrels bury supplies of nuts and other 
food to keep them going through the winter, hedgehogs lower their body 
temperature and slow down their heart rates as they hibernate. 
It might seem that it’s a bit gloomy but it’s only a time of waiting, for the cycle 
of the seasons to move onwards through winter and into Spring.  
Just as nature has a seasonal cycle to follow, many people will be looking 
towards Advent (it’s on 1st December this year). It’s that pivotal moment when 
Christians enter a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration 
of Jesus’ birth at Christmas. And I expect there will be a last-minute dash to 
the supermarkets to get a chocolate Advent calendar to open each day! 
 
It’s a time to give thanks for what has been and prepare for what lies ahead – 
to find contentment in the little things and enjoy every moment of the season. 
In a contemporary version of the Bible, Jesus says, “Come to me. Get away 
with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk 
with me and work with me - watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of 
grace.” I love that phrase ‘the unforced rhythms of grace’ – each time I read it I 
take in a deep breath, let it out slowly and pause to listen to my breathing and 
my heartbeat. 
 
Instead of ‘hibernating’, let’s breathe deeply and enjoy the change in the 
seasons – kicking up the leaves as you walk through the woods, enjoying the 
freshness of the cold air as you see your breath, being thankful that the sun is 
shining above the clouds. And on gloomy days – remember that Jesus is the 
light of the world. Even if we don’t give him a second thought, we are always 
on his heart and he surrounds us with his love.  
 
May we all know God’s constant love and peace, even as the seasons change 
around us.        Rev’d Anne 
 

All Saints’ with St. John’s, 
Great Horkesley 

Growing and sharing God’s love to  
reach out and give hope. 
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Also from Rev’d Emma Barr, our Curate serving across the 6 parishes.

The nights are now pulling in and we are all feeling the chill as we hunker 
down and get ready for winter. It is an exciting time to change the T shirts to 
jumpers and open toes to boots, light fires, eat soups and watch the leaves fall 
from the trees to redefine the landscape.

But it can also be a time of huge anxiety for many; winter can put a heavier 
strain on some more than others, the very old, the very poor and the very sick.
So, the question is:
In the spirit of kindness, thoughtfulness and fellowship how can we help 
someone this winter? 

Simple things we can do for others really can make a huge difference to 
someone’s life as St Paul said:
“Carry one another’s burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ” (Galatians 6: 2)

Few of us need to look very far to find someone who would be better for a little 
encouragement, a helping hand in some way or just simply some human 
contact in the form of regular conversation. We must not get hung up on our 
own burdens and forget others. Remember that it is easier to carry two heavy 
shopping bags than one, because they balance. 

So as winter approaches look out for those in need. It is what we do that 
means so much more than what we say and a community full of kindness, 
thoughtfulness and fellowship is also one of love. Rev Em x 

Coming soon: Trees for Advent at All Saints’ Church, see pages 30 & 37

Regular events at St. John’s Church, Great Horkesley, CO6 4FE
Take a Break Café at St. John’s is open every Thursday 
from 10.00am to 11.30am. A warm welcome awaits you!

“Fun4Families”
Usually every 3rd Sunday

of the month,
11.00am at St. John’s Church

A fun and informal time together for 
people of all ages,

with songs, a Bible story and 
craft activities. 

Refreshments and cake!

For more information contact
Rev Anne Mason 07895 970834
email: revdannemason@gmail.com
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Who are we?
Website: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6695/

Facebook: All Saints’ with St John's Churches, Great Horkesley

We are part of The Church of England - Diocese of Chelmsford and you can 
find out more at: https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/

Our Church Buildings
All Saints’ Church, CO6 4AJ                       St. John’s Church, CO6 4FE

Directions to both churches can be found on our website.
There is a service at one or both churches almost every Sunday.

Who to contact
Priest-in-Charge: Rev. Heather Wilcox
Tel:01206 240906 Email: RevHWilcox@outlook.com
Heather has responsibility for the six parishes of West Bergholt, 
Great Horkesley, Langham with Boxted, Little Horkesley,
Wormingford & Mount Bures. She is assisted by:

Associate Priest: Rev. Anne Mason
Tel: 07895 970834 Email: revdannemason@gmail.com

Church Administrator: Jo Rassell & Donna Luxton share this job and are the 
first point of contact for enquiries about baptisms, weddings and funerals.
They can be contacted at the Church Office at St. Mary's Church, New 
Church Road, West Bergholt, CO6 3JE
Tel: 01206 243683 Email: 6parishescolchester@gmail.com
Usual opening hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10am-12noon
Please note that enquiries relating to Baptisms and Weddings will be dealt 
with during office hours, but if you are arranging a funeral and need to contact 
someone out of office hours, please contact Heather direct on 01206 240906.

Reader & PCC Secretary
Sandra Baker - Tel: 01206 271760 Email: spbaker18@gmail.com

Treasurer: 
John Mehen - Tel: 01206 271653 Email: john.mehen@gmail.com
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Services November 2024-January 2025
There is a service of Holy Communion on Sundays in at least one of the eight
churches in the six parishes under the leadership of Rev. Heather.
For more information - please refer to our website or the Church Office.

November 3rd 11.00am Holy Communion St. John’s
10th 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) All Saints’

10.45am Remembrance Parade Service All Saints’
17th 11.00am Fun4Families St. John’s
24th 11.00am Holy Communion All Saints’

6.00pm Storytime St. John’s

December 1st 11.00am Trees for Advent Praise Service All Saints’
8th 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) All Saints’

11.00am Holy Communion St. John’s

15th 3.30pm Christingle & Carol Service All Saints’
22nd 11.00am Morning Worship St. John’s

Christmas Eve
24th 5.30pm Welcome to Christmas St. John’s

11.30pm Midnight Holy Communion All Saints’
Christmas Day

25th 9.30am Christmas Celebration at St. Mary’s West Bergholt
29th 10.30am United Service at St. Mary’s, Langham

January 5th 11.00am Holy Communion St. John’s
12th 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) All Saints’

11.00am Morning Praise All Saints’
19th 11.00am Fun4Families St. John’s
27th 11.00am Holy Communion All Saints’

6.00pm Storytime St. John’s
We have a weekly notice sheet called “Looking Forward”, which gives 
details of everything happening across the six parishes. Printed versions 
are available at our services and to have a copy by email send a request 
to the office: 6parishescolchester@gmail.com
Say one for me
If you would like prayers to be said for you or for anyone you 
know, please let us know by contacting any of the Church 
Officers. Prayers are said at all our services and we have 
regular prayer meetings.

We are very much aware that many readers of Village News do not have access 
to the internet and may be missing out on what’s happening. If you’re in that 
category, do please call the church office or any of the people listed on the 
previous page.
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The weekend of 30th November & 1st December looks to be a great starting 
point to the community countdown to Christmas here in Great Horkesley. 
Firstly, it is the now traditional “Trees for Advent”, our annual Christmas Tree 
Festival, and secondly, a new event on the Sunday evening - Carols on the 
Green with the lighting of the village Christmas tree (see page 36).

Regarding Trees for Advent we would like to invite anyone - village 
organisations, businesses, families, groups of friends or neighbours 
and individuals to decorate and display a tree at All Saints’ Church for 
30th November & 1st December. You will need a tree (artificial is fine), 
decorations to your own seasonal theme and a little time to set up on 
Friday 29th November, between 11am and 2pm (let us know if that is a 
problem). Any lights need to be battery operated. We have people who have 
taken part in every festival since 2005 - thank you - but we would welcome 
new participants; the more trees the better the display.
The Church will be open on both days between 11am and 4pm, with hot 
drinks, mince pies and cookies available, plus the opportunity to vote for 
your favourite tree. Sunday’s opening will begin with an informal, family 
friendly service (coffee and gingerbread served afterwards).
Please be a part of this festive weekend whether as a participant or visitor, 
hopefully both!

For more information contact: Gwen Pyett 01206 271673 or 
Lesley Richardson 01206 271576 lesleyrchrdsn@gmail.com
Please let us know if you are taking part by 22nd November

Summary of the Weekend
Friday 29th November 11am - 2pm:	 Setting up of trees
Saturday 30th November 11am - 4pm:	Church open for viewing and voting
Sunday 1st December 11am  - 4pm:	 Festival Service
Sunday 1st December 6pm:		  Carols on the Green and lighting of 	
					     the village Christmas tree

Please note: Trees can be collected from the chuch on Sunday 1st 
December at 4pm or Monday 2nd December at 11am

Trees For Advent
Christmas Tree Festival 2024

All Saints’ Church, Great Horkesley, CO6 4AJ
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Suffolk & Essex Small Animal Welfare, Stoke Road, Leavenheath, CO6 4PP 

Tel: 01787 210888 Email: info@sesaw.co.uk

Regular readers may still be reeling over the sad news that SESAW closed 
at the end of August 2024. Rather than analyse the events preceding the sad 

news, we need to concentrate on the animals still needing re-homing.
 

One of those is Pharaoh, a bouncy 6 year old medium-sized Labradoodle. He 
is an intelligent and characterful boy who loves to play and show off his tricks. 
He has a great repertoire of commands, is good on walks alone or with other 
calm dogs. He loves to be the centre of attention and has bonded with some 
volunteers more than others, but can be possessive with his toys until he fully 

trusts you. 
 

To this end he requires an experienced adult-only home, with no visiting 
children. His adopters will need to provide Pharaoh with consistency, strong 
leadership and the energy to have fun with this special boy. To show his full 
potential he should be the only pet in the household so he receives all the 

attention he needs.
 

If you are the right person for Pharaoh and would like to meet him, please visit 
10am-1pm, Thursday to Sunday or leave a clear message on 01787 210888 or 

email info@sesaw.co.uk and please include your phone number. 
Meet all the other dogs plus cats, rabbits and guinea pigs too, if you have a 
space in your world for another pet.  Many find animals are the antidote to 
modern life, even pesky little dogs like me, Kenny (the Boss) Chihuahua.

Suffolk & Essex Small 
Animal Welfare
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P     C H E S

Gun Hill Trading Estate,
Dedham, CO7 6HR

07752190108

Janie.james@live.co.uk

pooches_doggrooming

D O G  G R O O M I N G

pooches.doggrooming Introductory offer:
10% off!

Every dog welcome!
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Based in Great Horkesley

Running a business, 
no time to deal with the books, 

got into a mess, 
not sure where you stand? 

Let us help.

Rosa Alba 
Accountancy 

Services

   Email: mariarosaservices@gmail.com
   Website:  mariarosaaccounting.co.uk

Help to Keep Great Horkesley 
a Welcoming, Safe and 
Tranquill Community

 Visit our website: www.colchesternhw.org.uk
When you are a member of Neighbourhood Watch:

•	 Membership is free and you don’t need to attend meetings
•	 You will receive information about crime happening where you live and in places 

you visit. Such knowledge makes you street wise and adopt safer behaviours
•	 You will pay less for House Contents Insurance
•	 Our free window stickers are a disincentive deterrent to burglars and thieves
•	 We encourage members to report crime and suspicious behaviour, to the Police 

or anonymously through CRIMESTOPPERS
•	 Out of all crime committed in Colchester City Centre 73% of victims are visitors, 

often from safe communities like ours!
Please just send an email to: aldercarwoodnw@gmail.com asking to join
We need your name(s), home address and a contact telephone number. That number would only be used 

in exceptional circumstances. Your details will never be shared with any other organisation.
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GREAT HORKESLEY
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

AND CAROLS

C h r i s t m a s  i s  a  t i m e
f o r  g i v i n g .

W e  w e l c o m e
d o n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e

C h i l d r e n ’ s  S o c i e t y
w h i c h  w i l l  b e

c o l l e c t e d  a t  t h i s
e v e n t

S U N D A Y  1 S T  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 4

5 - 7 P M
G R E A T  H O R K E S L E Y

V I L L A G E  H A L L ,  T I L E
H O U S E  L A N E

W i t h  t h a n k s  t o
C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a i n t s
G r e a t  H o r k e s l e y  W I

B W W  S c h o o l
G H  P a r i s h  C o u n c i l

G H  S c o u t s

CAROLSINGING

CHRISTMAS
TREE LIGHT
SWITCH-ON

6PM

HOT

CHOCOLATE

AND MINCE

PIES

HOT DOGS

THE

SEASONAL

FLOWER FARM

- FESTIVE

WREATHS AND

DECORATIONS

THE MOBILE
PIZZA CO

LUXURY BY
LILY -

HANDMADE
GIFTS

P a r k i n g  l i m i t e d  -
p l e a s e  w a l k  i f  a t  a l l

p o s s i b l e

Y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o
b r i n g  a  w a t e r p r o o f
d e c o r a t i o n  t o  h a n g

o n  t h e  v i l l a g e
C h r i s t m a s  t r e e
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AAllll  SSaaiinnttss’’  aanndd  SStt  JJoohhnn’’ss  CChhuurrcchheess  
GGrreeaatt  HHoorrkkeesslleeyy  

CCoommee  aanndd  cceelleebbrraattee  CChhrriissttmmaass  wwiitthh  uuss..  
 

 

     You can s ll view the trees at  
      All Saints’ church and enjoy  
          our Advent service on 
    Sunday 1st December at 11am  

 
 

Sunday 15th Dec 3.30pm  
Christingle Service  
at All Saints’ Church. 
All donations will be given to the 
Children’s Society. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

TTrreeeess  ffoorr  AAddvveenntt  aatt  AAllll  SSaaiinnttss’’  
Christmas Tree Festival 11am – 4pm 

Saturday 30th November and Sunday 1st December 
Come and view the trees, 

   enjoy light refreshments,  
   and vote for your favourite tree. 

Welcome to 
Christmas 

Telling the Christmas 
story and getting the 

children involved. 

  

CChhrriissttmmaass  EEvvee  
55..3300ppmm  aatt    

SStt  JJoohhnn’’ss  CChhuurrcchh  

 

Midnight Holy Communion 
11.30pm Christmas Eve at All Saints’ Church 

Start the Christmas celebrations at the Lord’s table. 
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 Through The Garden Gate
Already autumn is with us after the very unpredictable spring and summer of 
2024. Not the best of summer weather for us all, but there were days which were 
very pleasant for a walk around our village. I enjoy spending a little time looking 
into the deep ditch bordering Broad Lane, which fills with wild flowers especially 
attractive are the Campion flowers which cross pollinate showing flowers of 
many shades of red and pink with some remaining pure white.
But now we have autumn colours and berrying shrubs to admire. I have a little 
Thorn Tree in the garden and it berries profusely 
every autumn attracting Redwings, the first little 
winter migrant birds to arrive - they are members 
of the thrush family. If you are very lucky and 
observant you might even catch a glimpse of the 
rarer Waxwings when they arrive from Scandinavia; 
keep an eye on hawthorn bushes, rose hips and their 
favourite food - the berries on the Rowan trees. 
A few Waxwings were seen on Severals Business 
Park last winter. They sometimes appear in the most 
unlikely places such as supermarket car-parks where 
the landscaping has provided berrying shrubs. 
Very soon it will be Christmas time, I’m sure everyone looks forward to the 
festivities and planning a few decorative ideas for your home. 
Many flowers and grasses lend themselves to drying, which can be transformed 
into something special with touches of silver or gold spray. I like putting together 
a few garden evergreens for a table decoration and a wreath for the door - a 
bit of a prickly job, but it’s always therapeutic handling plant material, even for 
people with the busiest of lives. 

People’s choice of decoration for door wreaths 
varies widely. I like to use greenery from the garden. 
It’s always a good idea to grow a few evergreens 
around the house or fences. It provides shelter 
for wildlife, and handy to pick from in winter. For 
this wreath I used a couple of different Hollies, Ivy, 
Skimmia, Sarcococca, Euonymus, pine cones and 
bits of dried flowers. The choice is endless! And 
artificial berries can look as good as the real thing - 
especially with very young children or pets around, 
as they are poisonous.
Good health and best wishes to everyone this 
winter. Stay safe. Jill Plane, Great Horkesley
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Domestic and commercial tree surgery

·  Trees Pruning

·  Tree Felling

·  Hedge cutting

·  Site Clearance

·  Stump Grinding

·  and much more...

info@paddockandgardenservices.co.uk  |  www.paddockandgardenservices.co.uk

EQUINE & COMMERCIAL
LAND MANAGEMENT

07887 694928  |  01787 210785

EQUINE LAND MANAGEMENT, 
LANDSCAPING & GROUND CARE

FULLY INSURED

FREE QUOTATIONS

REGISTERED GREEN
WASTE CARRIERS

CITY & GUILDS AND 
NROSO QUALIFIED

EQUINE LAND MANAGEMENT
• Topping                    
• Weed & Moss Spraying                
• Fertilising             
• Harrowing/Aerating
• Seeding          
• Boundary Clearance       
• Ditching/Hedge Cutting
• Mole Draining

• Grass Cutting Services
• Tree removal
• Grass & Wildflower Seeding
• Soil Seed Bed Preparation
• Vegetation & Site Clearance
• Digger & Specialised 
  Equipment Operations

COMMERCIAL & GROUND CARE
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EIB LANDSCAPING LTD
Services second to none in

Ground Maintenance & Gardening Services

First class service in looking after and 
understanding the needs of the elderly

Services Include:
Hedge Cutting

Tree Maintenance
Licensed Weed Killer

Rubbish Removals
Small Building Works

Hard & Soft Landscaping
Fencing Supplied & Fitted

Felt Roofing
Other Services Available

No Job Too Small
Regular Maintenance

or
One Off Jobs Undertaken

For a Free Quote Contact
David

07852222614
or

david.cobbold@yahoo.co.uk
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1st Great Horkesley Scout Group
Group Scout Leader - Will Lodge

www.1stgthorkesley.co.uk
1st Great Horkesley Scout Group has been busy after a well-earned summer break 
- during which the Scouts enjoyed a camp down at Thorrington Campsite, cooking 
on open fires, and including a trip to the chilly but fun Brightlingsea Lido! The Group 
remains popular with steady numbers throughout the sections and young people on the 
waiting list, as we continue to deliver an exciting programme this term. 

As well as each individual section having their own programme, we also come together 
as a group - for Harvest Festival and Remembrance church parades, our own traditional 
carol service - if you’ve not been before, it is not to be missed.

Photos from the Group Camp back in September 2024 where we had almost 40 young 
people all learn Skills for Life together at Thorrington Campsite.

The Scouts have learned some home skills - such as ironing - explored life with a 
disability, and will be making some fantastic big craft reindeer Christmas decorations; 
while our youngest section, Squirrels, have been tie-dying, decorating biscuits, and also 
exploring the topics of Diwali and Remembrance.

Beavers have been developing their secret agent skills; learning about Halloween, Diwali 
and Remembrance, and will also be visiting Colchester Fire Station this term - as will the 
Cubs, who have been getting to grips with various instruments, been book worms, and 
are looking to defend their District Dodgeball Champion title. 
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We held our Group AGM at the end of the camp, re-affirming our Trustee Board and 
setting out our main objectives for the coming year.

Having established Squirrels (which is going from strength to strength) and grown 
our leadership team (though we always welcome more volunteers), our primary focus 
for the coming year is to develop a new Scout hut. Our existing hut, though regularly 
maintained, is rapidly nearing the end of its life - and is also being outgrown. You may 
also have seen various media reports about land for a new Scout and Guide hut on 
the proposed Horkesley Manor development. This development will take some time - 
potentially too much time - and so we will be looking at a range of options for a new hut. 
As you can imagine this is a big project, looking at land ownership, planning permission, 
legal agreements, and of course how we finance it all. To that end, we will be setting up 
working groups to tackle this range of issues and support our Trustee Board in taking 
this project forward in earnest. We would appeal to anyone in the village who thinks they 
could help - either with time, or particular expertise in these sorts of things - to get in 
touch to help us achieve this and secure the future of Scouting in Great Horkesley for 
decades to come. 
Scouting is only possible thanks to our hard-working volunteers: our leaders, who plan 
and run the programme; our Trustees who do all sorts including the finances; and group 
supporters who do everything from helping to maintain the hut to cutting the grass. A big 
thank you to all of them.If you would like to help in any capacity, please get in touch via 
email to gsl@1stgthorkesley.co.uk

National Growth
Scouts has grown for the last 13 years. We want to continue that positive trend, bringing 
skills for life to more young people across the UK.

By 2025 we’ll have:
•	 547,000 young people in Scouts, made up of 487,000 young people aged 6-18, plus 

60,000 Squirrel Scouts
•	 88,000 frontline adult volunteers (Section Leaders and Assistant Section Leaders)
•	 19,500 Young Leaders

1st Great Horkesley Scout Group
Group Scout Leader - Will Lodge

www.1stgthorkesley.co.uk

Photo from the Group Camp back in 
September 2024 where we had almost 40 
young people all learn Skills for Life together 
at Thorrington Campsite. 
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Great Horkesley Rainbows
We have eighteen girls in the unit with a very healthy waiting list. 
Four Rainbows moved up to Brownies after the summer holidays 
and we were joined by seven new girls. We started the term with a 

weather activity to allow the new girls to get to know us. We are now working on the 
Stage 1 First Aid Skills Builder badge leaving basic hygiene and what you can and 
can’t do to help people. We will be doing the Healthy Mind badge learning about 
relaxation and benefits of sleep and outdoor activities and not relying on electronic 
gadgets! We will be making edible fireworks near Bonfire Night and making 
decorations for our tree at the Trees for Advent at All Saints, as well as Christmas 
crafts nearer Christmas. Our new girls will be making their Promise at a special 
evening on Remembrance Day. We are having a joint sleepover with St Johns 
Rainbows at the end of November with a Christmas theme.

Great Horkesley Brownies
Seven girls joined Brownies this term – four Rainbows and three new 
to Guiding bringing us back up to a full unit of twenty-four. 
We started the term with some active UMAs – Let it Snow included 

to let the new girls work with their Sixes. We have started Stage Two Make Change 
Skills builder with activities including Create a Monster, The Greatest Place on 
Earth and Changing Minds getting the girls to think about where we live and what 
we can do to change it for the better. We will be doing the Zero Waste Interest 
badge to complete the Theme Award. Like the Rainbows, we will be making 
edible fireworks and Christmas decorations as well as learning the skills needed 
to make apple crumble. We will also enrol the new girls at a special meeting on 
Remembrance Day. Both units will end the term with a visit to Hollywood Bowl.

Great Horkesley Guides
The Guides are growing in numbers again, joined by three Brownies 
and a girl new to Guiding. They had a very successful summer camp 
at Tolmers trying many new skills as well as coming second in the 

talent show. Some of the guides are going to a Guiding takeover at Pleasurewood 
Hills at the beginning of October. The unit is also going to the Guiding showing of 
the new Moana film. 
They are working on a Pudsey challenge, collecting items for Colchester Food Bank 
and as usual enjoying cooking and craft challenges in the lead up to Christmas.

Great Horkesley
Rainbows, Brownies & Guides

Great Horkesley Old Village Hall, CO6 4BH
All the units are flourishing but there is room for more Guides in the unit, and 
the Rainbows and Brownies have waiting lists but if you have a girl interested in 
joining any of our units, look on the Join Us page of the Girlguiding UK website 
for more details. If anybody in the village is interested in helping with our units or 
has a special skill they can offer, please contact any of the leaders from the Useful 
Contacts list on page 70.
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We got off to a great start with a Scavenger Hunt! The list of items included something 
brown, something shiny, something unusual and ‘something live’. For most groups the 
‘something live’ was a bug but for one group they brought a cat which made us chuckle! 
A young girl spotted her cat out & about on the field and picked it up!

We enjoyed the Vegetable Art for Harvest week. Amazing creations! Which is your 
favourite? We considered the importance of being thankful for what we have and 
sharing it with others. Some of the creations went to church for the Harvest festival 
Celebrations that weekend.

Coming up is an evening playing Bingo which is always a hit and extremely noisy as 
competition and excitement rides high! But lots of fun with a small prize for the winners! 
We have welcomed some new members from Year 6 who are enjoying the games.
Another week coming up is the Light Party which involves neon and glow in the dark 
games and activities and probably lots of excitement and noise!
Bonfire Night will bring steaming hotdogs to cover in sauce and tuck into, and sparklers 

to write with in the cold air! 
Then its preparation time 
for Christmas. Making our 
annual contribution by making 
decorations for a tree to be 
entered into the Christmas Tree 
Festival at the local 
C of E church. 
The end of this year is always 
a Christmas Party! Time to 
wear a Christmas jumper, fun 
headband, and sparkles. 

Time to get ready for team games, and hilarious antics as well as a Christmas quiz! 
Term dates for new year 2025
10th Jan > 24th Jan / 14th Feb > 28th Feb / 14th March > 28th March
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Each evening:
•	 Starts at 7pm and finishes at 8.45pm 
•	 The team are all volunteers who come from the parish church and Freedom church 

and the village.
•	 We have a list of rules for everyone’s benefit.
•	 We have a tuck shop where they young people can buy sweets and drinks. 
•	 We often enjoy food treats!
•	 There are craft activities and console games and table tennis and pool and board 

games out each week as well as our theme activities for the week. 
•	 We always have a short film clip or talk and prayer of blessing to close.
•	 Youth Club is for those students in Year 6 and above. 
For more information or to enrol, please contact Karen Carr on 07505 132664 or email 
info@freedom-church.co.uk

Karen and all the team at Great Horkesley Youth Club (GHYC) 
Finally, may you all enjoy a very happy Christmas! 

May God’s peace fill your heart and give you a sure hope for the year ahead.
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Christmas Word Search
Find these words:
Advent	 Elves		
Jesus		 Presents
Angel		 Tree	
Lights	 Rudolph	
Bauble	 Grinch	
Mistletoe	 Santa		
Chimnney	 Holly		
Nativity	 Stocking	
Crackers	 Ivy
Gingerbread
Nutcracker

Answers on page 64

Soduko Puzzles
		  Easy					    Hard

Answers on page 64
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Christmas Colouring
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AdvertisingAdvertising
in the in the 

GH Village NewsGH Village News
Do you have a business you would 

like to advertise in the Great Horkesley 
Village News?

Cost of advert depends on size with full 
page, half page, third page or quarter 

page available to purchase.
Colour adverts are now available!

Contact Caroline Evans
horkesleyvillagenews@gmail.com

07747751063

1,300 copies are delivered free throughout 
the village by a dedicated team of 

volunteers. Magazines also available in lots 
of local outlets for free.
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Dance to Fitness
Fun Latin Dance Class

Thursdays 
9.45am - 10.20am

Pilates
Suitable for all levels of ability

Thursdays 
10.30am - 11.30am

Boxted Village Hall, CO4 5RE Call Jo 07887518031
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Painter and Decorator
Interior and Exterior Work Undertaken
Free estimates
No Job too large or too small
9 Nayland Road, Colchester, Essex, CO4 5EG

JOHN TOKELY

Telephone:  	 01206 845665
Mobile:  		  07976 848310
email:		  john@tokely.net

Current Bookings:

Monday: Rainbows, Brownies, Lecture Group & Table Tennis

Tuesday: Dance Rehearsal & Table Tennis

Wednesday: Girlguiding

Thursday: Carpet Bowls Group

Friday: Table Tennis

Call Dott 01206 271279 / 07508731251

Great Horkesley Old Village Hall 
The Causeway, CO6 4BH 
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We are still living out of the wonderful time away we all enjoyed as a church at 
our Summer Camp. The sun shone, the rain clouds were nowhere to be seen, 
and we had a blast!
The youth enjoyed 
outdoor activities such 
as a 25ft water slide, and 
football and volleyball 
games and indoor ones 
incorporating a Cowboy 
theme by riding horses 
(brooms) around a 
course and lassoing with 
a hoop! All the meals 
were home cooked. 

We tucked into chicken curry and sticky toffee pudding 
among other delights. We have a Coffee House where 
freshly brewed coffee and other drinks were open all day 
and evening. And homemade cakes and biscuits were 
served too. We had fabulous times of uplifting worship 
and teaching. We sang songs round the campfire one 
warm evening. Team quiz evening was hilarious and 
went down a treat too! 
We had seminars each day on the subject of ‘Let’s Talk 
Relationships’. 

Let’s Talk Relationships…
Relationships with family and friends are designed by God to be a blessing. 
But the reality is, they can also be the most painful. Each day we looked at 
something different. On one day, the relationship with our children and how 
we can help navigate them through the whirlwind of confusion around them, 
and then with parents and siblings, what it’s like being single, and of course 
marriage. God designed relationships, so we can look to him to guide, teach, 
and lead us how to do them well. We can’t control how others behave, but we 
can determine our response and how we conduct ourselves. 
The greatest relationship of all… 
I have found in my own life this truth. That when we walk in a close relationship 
with Jesus, his love flows through us to all other relationships in our lives. 
It takes time. But it’s true. His influence in us and through us is the ultimate 
gamechanger. I like to say that Christianity is not a religion, it’s a relationship. 
As we approach Christmas, it’s the opportunity to come close to God.
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Christmas…
To embrace the story of God coming to earth as a man, to live a life, recorded in 
the bible for us all to read, to discover the beauty of a life walking with him. He 
came to reconcile us to our perfect, Heavenly Father. This changes everything! 
Our lives can be transformed. 
Hope instead of despair. A purpose for our time on earth, we are unique, and 
God wants to bring out the best in us. And with the promise of eternal life. No 
wonder we celebrate! God came down to earth to live among us. He came to us. 
We don’t have to strive to get to Him. He humbled himself and became one of 
us. Fully man, yet fully God. ‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and 
they will call him Immanuel, which means God with us.’ Matthew 1:23. 
A relationship with Jesus gives us a chance to discover who He really is and 
who each of us truly are. It brings the promise of eternal life beyond death where 
there is no pain, no sickness, no fear. No matter where we are, what we have 
done, where we come from, He loves us. He accepts us. His love in our lives, 
changes how we live. Saying sorry is humbling but powerful. Saying sorry to 
God for what we have done wrong and understanding that forgiveness is ours 
as we do so, understanding that it cost Jesus his life. Turning away from wrong 
is so freeing. Free from guilt, free from shame, free from condemnation. A clean 
slate. Hope for the future. The Christmas carols declare truths. Jesus is the 
Prince of Peace. No wonder his arrival on earth brought so much joy, praise, 
worship and wonder! Joy to the world, the Lord has come! 
I admit, when I started to find out about Jesus, I had so much to learn, but as 
I look back over 35 years in a relationship with him, I have discovered who he 
really is, and it’s not what I thought. He has done so much in my life. He is a 
constant in a world of change. He can do so much in the life of any person who 
comes to Him. 

Christmas Carol Service
Our Christmas Carol Service is on Sunday 15th December at 3pm

at Great Horkesley Village Hall, CO6 4EA
We welcome you to join us.

May this Christmas season fill you with hope, with love and peace.
Here is a prayer for you if you would like to receive it.

Heavenly Father,
Thank you that you care for me like no other.

Thank you that you long for me to know you and your love.
May I discover more and more the beauty and joy and peace that you offer.

I ask in Jesus’ name
Amen.
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Sundays
Every Sunday at 10am Coffee (service starts 10.30am) 

Great Horkesley Village Hall, CO6 4EA

Start your week with us at Great Horkesley Village Hall. Our vibrant services 
feature worship, fellowship, and inspiring teaching, leaving you recharged 
and ready for the week ahead. Stick around afterward for coffee, cakes, and 
meaningful conversations. 
We have groups for Kingdom Explorers children and youth.

Family Celebrations
Throughout the month, we host family service celebrations designed to engage 
all ages. From creative activities to interactive Bible studies, there’s something 
for everyone to enjoy.

Midweek groups
We have midweek gatherings where we foster honest, open friendships with lots 
of encouragement as we walk through life together with God and each other.
We can’t do it alone.

Prayer Evening
We pray for those in our fellowship and others and for the war in Ukraine as well 
as other areas of conflict.
We may seem powerless in some situations, but our prayers welcome the power 
of God into them.

Youth Club
Partnering with the local Anglican church, we run the 
Great Horkesley Youth Club, providing a welcoming 
space for young people to connect and have fun! 
Details can be found under GHYC.

Contact
Please contact us if you are interested to know more if you would like us to pray 
for a situation in your life. Please email us and we will be honored to pray.
Paul & Karen Carr, Freedom Church 
Tel: 07554088078 Email: info@freedom-chuch.co.uk
Website: https://freedom-church.co.uk/
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Oil Boiler Service & 
Maintenance

Call Jack
07885504036

jbboilerservices@hotmail.com
www.jbboilerservice.com

Tony Mason Services Ltd
Great Horkesley Based Engineer
Oil Boiler Servicing & Installations

General Plumbing & KAMCO Power Flush
Maintenance, Repairs & Emergency Breakdown Service

NO CALL OUT FEE

Call Tony: 07906092448 / 01206 971443
email: tmasonservices@tiscali.co.uk
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ANGLIA LANDSCAPES 
01206 272357  

,� sand 
,� stone 
,:, ballast 
,:, crushed concrete 

* crushed hardcore 
* road plainings 
* crushed tarmac 
* topsoil 

All delivered loose or bagged • Large/small loads delivered 
Digger/Lorry hire & groundworks 
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Colchester Workhorse
Paul Richardson

Established 2002

Groundworks:
5 ton & 1.5 ton Diggers
6 ton Dumper
Hedges Taken Out
Drives and Ponds Dug Out

Garden
Hedge Planting & Cutting
Meadows Topping
Rolling & Harrowing
Tractor + Flail

Lawnmowers
serviced

CONTACT: 01206 241530 OR 07889 805839
Email: colchesterworkhorse@hotmail.co.uk

Friendly Service & FREE Quote
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Fast. Effective. Humane.

Pest control solutions
for any problem

Contact Dan James
0800 6446 200

dan@pestcontrolcolchester.co.uk
https://www.pestcontrolcolchester.co.uk/

Rodents
Flying Insects
Crawling Insects

Falconry
Bird Deterrent & Bird Proofing

Private, School & Commercial Premises Attended
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Did you know that we have a Silver Band in the next village? 

Boxted Methodist Silver Band has been in existence for over one hundred and 
twenty-five years and plays in and around the Colchester area at concerts, fetes, 
shows and church services. It was originally formed as a wind band at the Methodist 
Chapel to play ‘To the glory of God’ and to that extent we still do as we have a 
commitment to play for special services at other churches by request even though 
Boxted Chapel is closed. We had a successful Band Service outside at Boxted Village 
Hall on September 1st once members returned from their holidays and we are now 
rehearsing for our joint concert with Tendring Brass on October 20th at St Mary and St 
Michaels church Mistley at 3pm and then at St Botolph’s Church in Colchester for the 
Remembrance concert with Lexden Choral Society. 
We already have several Christmas engagements booked including a mini concert 
of carols to sing and music to listen to in Boxted Villagae Hall at 3pm on December 
1st before the lighting of the Christmas tree, carols services at Shelley Centre for 
Therapeutic Riding, Polstead, Boxted and Wimpole Road Methodist Church and 
carols around Boxted, Nayland and Stoke by Nayland and playing at the Long Melford 
Christmas street event as well as outside supermarkets so a busy time ahead. We 
have several concerts booked already for next year and hope to gain a Colchester 
Bandstand spot too. 
We play a wide range of music from traditional brass band repertoire, through jazz and 
film music, shows and orchestral arrangements so there is something to suit everyone. 
If you are interested in either joining the Band – we rehearse on Wednesday evenings 
at St Peters School, Boxted, CO4 5YN- or just listening to the Band, contact Liz Petter 
07803935688 or visit our website. 
We have had several new players join us recently, but there is always room for more, 
especially Bb bass and repiano cornet, so if you used to play and have been thinking 
about taking it up again come and see us. 

Puzzle Answers (see P48)
        Easy		          Hard
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More information: Tel 01206 271860

Meets on the third 
Wednesday of each month 

(excluding December)
7.30pm Orpen Hall

West Bergholt, CO6 3BG

Come along and enjoy the 
wonderful arrangements 

Guests £5
Contact Alison
01206 240262

Colne Valley 
Flower Club

65 65    

Your local craft group meets every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month 
from 2.00pm to 4.00pm 

£2.00 this includes refreshments
We are a lovely bunch of friendly souls who meet together for an 

informal friendly afternoon.
Join us at the Great Horkesley Village Hall, CO6 4EA

All you have to do is come along, bring ANY craft you are interested 
in and share with others your ideas and skills. If you have no favourite 

craft at the moment, come along anyway and get new ideas! Look 
forward to seeing you there!

          For more information contact 
            Margaret Williams 01206 271713

      

Future Dates:
          November 12th & 24th   December 10th	
          January 14th & 28th      

Horkesley Craft Group
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No previous experience is 
required and bats will be

available.
Fridays from 7.30 - 9.00pm 

£3 per session. 
Great Horkesley 

Old Village Hall, CO6 4BH 
(on A134 between theYew 

Tree and Post Office)
If you would like to come 
along and try or take it up 

again, please contact:
Steve Holland 07785384676
Janet Faiers 07899951482
Andy Ayton 07871502945

Come and give us a look

Great Horkesley
Table Tennis 

Club

Aimed at beginners and social 
players. 

All ages welcome.
Equipment is provided.

Every Monday 2 - 4pm
Nayland Village Hall

CO6 4JH

Contact: Jane 01206 263619
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Great Horkesley 
Carpet Bowls Club

Unfortunately we were unable to enter a team in the church quiz this time, it has 
become very popular and we were too late getting our entry in.
If you would like to come along and try the game of Carpet Bowls with us 
please do so on a Thursday evening from 7pm at Great Horkesley Old 
Village Hall, CO6 4ET.

Please contact our chairperson Dott Simkin on tel 01206 271249 or text 
07508731251 for further information.

The Boxted Carpet Bowls Club has now resumed after its summer break and 
meet every Friday 2pm - 4pm at Boxted Village Hall, CO4 5RE. Three new 
people have recently come along to try bowls and two more are expected soon, 
hopefully they will all carry on.
Six of the Boxted member are also members at the Severals Lawn Bowls Club 
and took the top four places in their Friday points competition. The green has 
now been closed until next April.
Mike Hubbard, Great Horkesley Club Secretary
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Mill Road Surgery
This time of year, brings the now familiar round of flu vaccines and Covid-19 
boosters! Hopefully those who are entitled to either or both the vaccines should 
have had an invite already or indeed already may have had them as they started 
in early October. Vaccine clinics are running on selected Saturdays in October and 
November as well as some availability with practice nurses during the week. If you 
haven’t yet had (and meet the criteria set out on the website link below) then please 
let the surgery know: https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/covid-19-vaccine/
We strongly recommend patients who are eligible to get both the flu vaccine and 
Covid-19 booster to give you as much protection as possible during the autumn and 
winter months when respiratory infections are more prevalent, this also helps to 
keep pressure off essential NHS services during these times when demand is also 
higher. Going forward there will be increased numbers of appointments for GP’s 
and Nurse/Paramedic Practitioners available to book online to save having to call at 
8am! Please bookmark the page https://www.millroad-surgery.co.uk/
On the subject of online access its well worthwhile using the NHS app and making 
sure you have online access to your health record (reception can help with an 
online login if you haven’t registered for it before). This is really useful when waiting 
for test results if you have full access as even over the weekend you can generally 
see most results such as blood tests as they come in.
Have a good Autumn and Winter! 
Ashley Moore, Paramedic Practitioner/Nurse Manager

Job Opportunity

Great Horkesley Parish Council are looking for a new Booking Manager to 
manage the bookings process at the Great Horkesley Village Hall, CO6 4EA.  
The successful applicant will be contracted to work 7.5 hours per week and will 
receive a salary equivalent to SCP 4 on the NALC pay scale.
Desirable Skills:	
•	 Proactive, organised and excellent attention to detail
•	 Good communication skills and able to deal with members of the public
•	 Basic numeracy skills
•	 Basic IT skills and ability to use emails
•	 Willingness to learn how to use the Council’s online booking system

Please send a CV or letter to parish-clerk@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk 
if you are interested.

Applications must be received by Friday 8th November.
Interviews will take place during the week commencing 18th November.
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Great 
Horkesley
& Boxted 

Community 
Group

Join our online community
•	 Latest village news
•	 Local events
•	 Ask questions

Scan the QR code below to 
join the Facebook group:

Aldercar
Wood

Oil Buying
Club

Helping the residents of 
Great Horkesley & Boxted 

to secure a great price when 
purchasing heating oil

To join the mailing list email:
aldercarwood@gmail.com

Follow the Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/

aldercarwood

A not-for profit syndicate
Straight Road, Boxted, CO4 5QN

Litter Warriors is a Colchester City Council 
initiative to support and enable local 

communities to help maintain a clean and 
green Colchester by litter picking an area 
of open space or street that’s important 

to you. This may be the street you live in, 
your favourite park or open space.

We will provide you with: a high vis vest, 
a litter picker and some bags.

Litter Warriors is a great way to bring 
families, friends and neighbours 

together and maintain pride in our local 
neighbourhood.

To sign up to Litter Warriors, email: 
community.volunteers@colchester.gov.uk

Re-Cycle (Bikes to Africa) accepts 
unwanted second-hand bikes and ships 

them to Africa.
Our partners distribute the bikes and 

teach repair and maintenance skills to 
keep them roadworthy. Since 1998 over 
100,000 have been shipped to over 13 

African countries.
Can you help?

If you have a bike in your shed or garage 
that you no longer want please don’t 

dump it take it to:
Unit 8 The Grove Estate, Colchester 

Road, Wormingford, CO6 3AJ
Opening hours Mon-Fri 8.30am - 4.30pm

Contact us on 01206 617865
Registered Charity No. 1063570
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08 Nov 2024	 GHYC, Great Horkesley Village Hall 7-8.30pm (p 46-47)
08 Nov 2024	 Food Pantry, BWW School 3.30pm (p10)
12 Nov 2024	 Horkesley Craft Group, GH Village Hall 2-4pm (p 65)
12 Nov 2024	 WI Meeting, Great Horkesley Village Hall 7-9pm (p22/23)
15 Nov 2024	 Food Pantry, BWW School 3.30pm (p10)
21 Nov 2024	 Mobile Library, Keelers Way 11:45am-12:15pm (p10)
22 Nov 2024	 Food Pantry, BWW School 3.30pm (p10)
22 Nov 2024	 GHYC, Great Horkesley Village Hall 7-8.30pm (p 46-47)
24 Nov 2024	 Horkesley Craft Group, GH Village Hall 2-4pm (p65)
29 Nov 2024	 Food Pantry, BWW School 3.30pm (p10)
29 Nov 2024	 Wreathmaking Workshop, BWW School 7pm (p14)
30 Nov 2024	 Christmas Fair, BWW School 11:30am-2pm (p15)
01 Dec 2024	 Trees for Advent, All Saints’ Church 11am-4pm (p30)
01 Dec 2024	 Trees for Advent, All Saints’ Church 11am-4pm (p30)
01 Dec 2024	 Christmas Lights & Carols, GH Village Hall 5-7pm (p36)
06 Dec 2024	 Food Pantry, BWW School 3.30pm (p10)
06 Dec 2024	 GHYC, Great Horkesley Village Hall 7-8.30pm (p46-47)
10 Dec 2024	 Horkesley Craft Group, GH Village Hall 2-4pm (p65)
10 Dec 2024	 WI Meeting, Great Horkesley Village Hall 7-9pm (p22/23)
12 Dec 2024	 Mobile Library, Keelers Way 11:45am-12:15pm (p10)
13 Dec 2024	 Food Pantry, BWW School 3.30pm (P10)
15 Dec 2024	 Freedom Church Christmas Carol Service 3pm (p53)
02 Jan 2025	 Mobile Library, Keelers Way 11:45am-12:15pm (p10)
07 Jan 2025	 Last date for submissions for next Village News
10 Jan 2025	 Food Pantry, BWW School 3.30pm (p10)
10 Jan 2025	 GHYC, GH Village Hall 7-8.30pm (p 46-47)
14 Jan 2025	 Horkesley Craft Group, GH Village Hall 2-4pm (p65)
14 Jan 2025	 WI Meeting, Great Horkesley Village Hall 7-9pm (p22/23)
17 Jan 2025	 Food Pantry, BWW School 3.30pm (p10)
24 Jan 2025	 Food Pantry, BWW School 3.30pm (p10)
24 Jan 2025	 GHYC, GH Village Hall 7-8.30pm (p 46-47)
25 Jan 2025	 Mobile Library, Keelers Way 11:45am-12:15pm (p10)
28 Jan 2025	 Horkesley Craft Group, GH Village Hall 2-4pm (p65)
31 Jan 2025	 Food Pantry, BWW School 3.30pm (p10)

For details of Church Services see pages 29 & 37

2024 2025
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Useful Contacts
Councils
Chairman Great Horkesley Parish Council..Christopher Arnold..................07703168125

Email: cllr.arnold@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk
Parish Clerk.................................................Teri Duckworth........................07375095486

Email: parish-clerk@greathorkesley-pc.gov.uk
City Councillor..............................................William Sunnucks...................07771940763
City Councillor............................................. Darius Laws............................07786007560
City Councillor..............................................Tom Rowe..............................07375238749
County Councillor........................................ Lewis Barber...........................07876237137

Village Groups
Gt. & Lt. Horkesley WI President................. Marilyn Hurst..........................07763488774
Rainbow Leader.......................................... Liz Petter............................... 01206 271511
Guide Leader............................................... Ann Dyer................................01206 273071
Brownie Leader........................................... Liz Petter............................... 01206 271511
Scout Group Leader.................................... Will Lodge...............................07729803515
Youth Club................................................... Karen Carr..............................07505132664
Horkesley Care Network............................. Lesley Richardson.................01206 271576
Freedom Church/GHYC.............................. Karen Carr..............................07754088078

Great Horkesley Village News
Editor Caroline Evans.................................. 07747751063 horkesleyvillagenews@gmail.com

National Numbers & Websites
NHS Triage.................................................. 111
https://111.nhs.uk/
Crimestoppers............................................. 0800 555 111
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
Action Fraud................................................ 0300 123 2040
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
Samaritans.................................................. 116 123
https://www.samaritans.org/
The Mental Health Advice & Support.......... 0800 138 0990
https://mnessexmind.org/
The Silver Line............................................ 0800 4 70 80 90
https://www.thesilverline.org.uk/
UK Power Networks.................................... 0800 31 63 105
https://www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/
Anglian Water.............................................. 03457 145 145
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/

Useful Links
Missed Bin Collections
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/missed-bins/
Graffiti / Fly Tipping
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/StreetCleaningRequest/
Potholes
https://www.essexhighways.org/tell-us/report-pothole

AED available outside 
Great Horkesley New 
Village Hall, CO6 4EA
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Alex Cooper
Fully Qualified Local Electrician

Call: 07534446358
Email: Amc_electrical@outlook.com

Fault finding
New and upgrading consumer units (fuse board)

New installation 
(new build/extentions/loft conversions/garden rooms)

Alterations to existing electrical installation
New installation/alterations to heating systems      

including heat pumps

71 71    
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Open 7 Days a Week
8am - 8pm

1st Nov - 24th Dec

72 72    

West View, 61 Straight Road, Boxted 
Colchster, Essex, CO4 5QY

01206 272346
www.fredsmithxmastrees.com

All sizes from
1m (3ft) to
9m (30ft)

Trees for all,

small and tall!

Holly Wreaths
& Mistletoe

also available


